Influenza Bulletin #1

Question: With all the concerns on
manufacturing safety, what can I
tell my patients about the safety
of the influenza vaccine?

Answer: The manufacturing process for the
influenza vaccine involves:

e Each February, The World Health
Organization’s (WHO) Global Influenza Sur-
veillance Network selects 6 influenza strains
(3 for the northern and 3 for the southern
hemisphere) which form the basis for flu
vaccine production for the following fall and
winter flu season.

® These strains are grown in special labora-
tory centres and then sent out to the flu
vaccine manufacturers.

e Most manufacturing processes involve
growing of the vaccine in eggs.

e Each vaccine lot is then tested on healthy
individuals to ensure that the vaccine is safe
and effective.

® Once the manufacturer has acquired suffi-
cient scientific evidence that the vaccine is
safe, effective and of suitable quality, a
submission is filed with Health Canada for
market approval.

® The National Advisory Committee on Immu-
nization (NACI) makes their annual recom-
mendations for the use of influenza vaccines
in Canada, including the identification of
groups at risk for influenza for whom vaccine
programs should be targeted.
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For more information, go to immunize.ca
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